THE  WAY OP A MAID

know, but within a very few minutes I felt a
great deal better in body and soul Though
I still felt weary, my slackness seemed to have
gone, and my mind became clear and steady,
and the mists of dread and uncertainty rolled
away. At first I feared that this was the way
of some sudden stimulant and that after a
while my state would be worse than before,
but I need not have been afraid, for from the
moment of drinking I never looked back.
Here I should say that the simples brewed
in those parts are highly esteemed. Their
secrets are jealously kept, being handed from
mother to daughter by word of mouth, and all
attempts to procure them have always failed;
but, if Sully may be believed, their curious,
potent virtue is an established fact. That of
such was Lelia's cordial I have no doubt.
Apart from the help it gave me that evening
when I sat on the grass, I cannot forget how
I did when I came up out of the race. So
far from lying speechless, I had my wits about
me and was able to make George free of my
counsel without delay and then to get up and
strip and rub myself down. These things no
man could have done for sheer exhaustion,
but for some agent to lift his system up. And
the first thing that I remember was Lelia's
arm about me and her flask at my lips.
The cool of the day was at hand, as we made
our way back through the park. The sra
was low and was shedding a golden light, the
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